             
                                          REFEREE PROGRESSION ROUTE 1st January 2012

	REQUIREMENTS
	JUNIOR REFEREE
	CLUB REFEREE
	COUNTY REFEREE
	TOURNAMENT REFEREE
	NATIONAL REFEREE

	ATTEND AN APPROVED ESR REFEREE TRAINING WORKSHOP
	YES
	YES
	YES
	N/A
	N/A

	PASS ONLINE JUNIOR EXAM
	YES + Practical
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	PASS ONLINE SENIOR EXAM
	N/A
	YES
	YES
	N/A
	N/A

	PASS ORAL EXAM & INTERVIEW
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	YES
	N/A

	AGE LIMIT
	UNDER 16
	OVER 16
	OVER 16
	OVER 16
	OVER 16

	QUALIFIED TO REFEREE JUNIOR CLUB MATCHES, LEAGUES & EVENTS
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	QUALIFIED TO REFEREE ALL CLUB MATCHES LEAGUES & EVENTS
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES

	QUALIFIED TO REFEREE COUNTY MATCHES & EVENTS AND EARLY ROUNDS OF ESR EVENTS
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES

	QUALIFIED TO REFEREE FINALS AT COUNTY LEVEL & LATER STAGES AT ESR EVENTS
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES

	QUALIFIED TO REFEREE FINAL STAGES AT MAJOR ESR EVENTS.
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES

	TIME PERIOD REQUIRED BEFORE PROGRESSING TO NEXT GRADE
	NO LIMIT BUT MUST BE 16 OR OVER
	MAX 2 YEARS
	NO MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM
See guidelines
	NO MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM
See guidelines
	DEPENDANT ON ESF OR WSF APPOINTMENT

	NUMBER OF ASSESSMENTS REQUIRED FOR TO ACHIEVE GRADE
	NONE
	NONE
	3
See guidelines
	3
See guidelines
	3
See guidelines

	CRB CHECK & ESR MEMBERSHIP
	NOT MANDATORY
	NOT MANDATORY
	BOTH MANDATORY
	BOTH MANDATORY
	BOTH MANDATORY

	RESTRICTIONS
	CODE OF CONDUCT PENALTIES ISSUED TO PLAYERS BY A JUNIOR REFEREE SHOULD BE DEALT WITH AT CLUB LEVEL AS THEY WILL NOT INVOKE ESR DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDURES
	CODE OF CONDUCT PENALTIES ISSUED TO PLAYERS BY A CLUB REFEREE SHOULD BE DEALT WITH AT CLUB LEVEL AS THEY WILL NOT INVOKE ESR DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDURES
	NO RESTRICTIONS
	NO RESTRICTIONS
	NO RESTRICTIONS

	OTHER
	
	 COACHES PASSING THE LEVEL 2 AWARD AFTER JAN 1st 2012 WILL  QUALIFY AS CLUB GRADE REFEREES
	
	
	


GUIDELINES TO THE REFEREE PROGRESSION CRITERIA
PROGRESSION FROM JUNIOR GRADE TO CLUB GRADE
JUNIOR REFEREES MAY PROGRESS TO CLUB GRADE BY PASSING THE ONLINE REFEREES EXAMINATION, BUT MAY ONLY TAKE THE EXAM AGED 16 OR OVER. THEY MUST HAVE ATTENDED AN APPROVED ESR REFEREE TRAINING WORKSHOP WITHIN THE PAST 2 YEARS.
PROGRESSION FROM CLUB GRADE TO COUNTY GRADE
CLUB GRADE REFEREES MAY PROGRESS TO COUNTY GRADE PROVIDED THEY HAVE ATTENDED AN ESR REFEREE TRAINING WORKSHOP AND PASSED THE REFEREES EXAM WITHIN THE PAST 2 YEARS. THEY ARE ALSO REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE 3 SUCCESFUL AND CONSEQUETIVE ASSESSMENTS, MINIMUM OF ONE ASSESSMENT FROM A TOURNAMENT GRADE REFEREE OR ABOVE, AND TWO FROM ANY MIX OF COUNTY, TOURNAMENT OR NATIONAL REFEREES.  CANDIDATES WISHING TO OBTAIN ASSESSMENTS MAY BE INVITED TO ATTEND ESR EVENTS FOR THIS PURPOSE.
PROGRESSION FROM COUNTY GRADE TO TOURNAMENT GRADE
COUNTY GRADE REFEREES MAY PROGRESS TO TOURNAMENT GRADE AFTER THEY HAVE ATTAINED A GOOD LEVEL OF COMPETANCE AND EXPERIENCE.  ALTHOUGH NO MINIMUM PERIOD IS STIPULATED, REFEREES ARE NORMALLY EXPECTED TO HAVE WORKED AT COUNTY GRADE FOR AT LEAST 2 YEARS.  CANDIDATES ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE ATTENDED AT LEAST 2 MAJOR ESR EVENTS PER YEAR OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS AND ACHIEVE 3 SUCCESFUL AND CONSEQUTIVE ASSESSMENTS FROM NATIONAL GRADE REFEREES, WITH AT LEAST ONE ASSESSMENT FROM A SENIOR ASSESSOR.  FINAL RECOMMENDATION FOR PROMOTION WILL DEPEND ON THE QUALITY OF ASSESSMENTS ACHIEVED AND RECOMMENDATION FROM SENIOR ASSESSORS.  CANDIDATES WILL ALSO BE REQUIRED TO ATTEND AN ORAL EXAM & INTERVIEW WITH THE REFEREE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER OR A SENIOR ASSESSOR.

PROGRESSION FROM TOURNAMENT GRADE TO NATIONAL GRADE

THE NATIONAL GRADE IS THE HIGHEST REFEREE GRADE AWARDED BY ESR TO REFEREES WHO HAVE PROVED THEIR ABILITY AT THIS LEVEL.  ALTHOUGH NO MINIMUM PERIOD IS STIPULATED, REFEREES ARE NORMALLY EXPECTED TO HAVE WORKED AT TOURNAMENT LEVEL FOR AT LEAST 2 YEARS.  CANDIDATES ARE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF REGULAR ATTENDANCES AT ESR MAJOR EVENTS SUPPORTED WITH A LOG OF MATCHES COVERED AND, ACHIEVE 3 SUCCESFUL AND CONSEQUTIVE ASSESSMENTS FROM 2 SENIOR ASSESSORS.  FINAL RECOMMENDATION FOR PROMOTION WILL DEPEND ON THE QUALITY OF ASSESSMENTS ACHIEVED, A PROVEN COMMITMENT TO ATTENDING AND SUPPORTING MAJOR ESR EVENTS AND, RECOMMENDATION FROM SENIOR ASSESSORS.  FINAL APPROVAL WILL BE REQUIRED FROM THE REFEREES SUB COMMITTEE.
